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Willis Kiger sits at a round table in 
the dining room of Westridge 
Healthcare 
Facility, sips 
black coffee 
and watches 
the activity 
around him. 
He is dressed 


up in beige 
trousers and 
shirt and a 
brown sport 
coat. 
SAI feel KIGER 


tolerable well,” he says. “I drink a 
lot of coffee. It makes me feel 
better. I can't kick. I have had hard 
times and good times.” 

He likes his coffee black and “as 
hot as I can drink it.” 

He also loves to dance. “I’ve got 
great rhythm to my soul and it 
makes me feel good ... I like violin, 
guitar and dance music. Mostly 
waltz, is what I do. I have a lot of 
partners.” 

Kiger shares his philosophy of 
life: “I tried to be honest and 
righteous. I worked where I could 


mechanits and on the railroad. I 
built railroads, too. 

“Mother taught me if I was fair, 
square and honest, people would 
treat me right. I’ve been 
prosperous ... 

“Mother taught me wonderful 
things.” 

Kiger twirls the empty coffee cup 
in one hand. “I’ve been all around 
every place, might as well say I’ve 
been around the world. I never had * 
much education. I had to do the 
best I could. And I done pretty well. 
I just tried to hold on to those who 
were right.” 

Kiger helped install the first 
railroad tracks to the former Davis 
Gardens. He also worked at the | 
paper mill here about 21 years. 

A resident of Westridge nine 
years, Kiger says, “I can do 
anything I start to do, but here 
lately I haven’t done much work.” 

He is quiet as he gazes out the 
window into the sunny morning. 
“Some days I feel kind of blue, but 
the Lord stays with me.” — Penny | 
Blaker Mitchell & 


Centur ry ` 
Of Lif e 


Celebrated 


By CINDY L. BAUM 
Star Staff Writer 

This Fourth of July will be a special 
one for Johnnie Kimbrew and residents 
of Canterbury Convalescent Center, 500 
Maple Ave. 

Miss Johnnie, as she is called by 
friends, will celebrate her 100th birthday 
along with the nation’s 202nd birthday. 

Born July 4, 1878, on the ‘‘Sippy river” 
in Alabama, Johnnie lived with her 
parents and 12 brothers and sisters. 

Johnnie married early and had a son 
who came to Indiana. His death at age 16 
brought her to Terre te. 

Residents and staff at Canterbury are 
giving a party for Miss Johnnie. One of 
her gifts is-a rocking chair from the 
staff. When she received the chair, 
Johnnie giggled and told how her mother 
used to get angry with her for rocking all 
the time in their chair. 

Johnnie also received a birthday card 
from President and Mrs. Carter. 

Johnnie appears very cheerful at age 
100 and likes to giggle, spreading joy to 
those around her. “She’s very special to 
everyone here,” said one Canterbury 
employee. 

Johnnie’s tiny stature and fragile ap- 
pearance may fool visitors but inside, as 
the staff and residents of Canterbury 
know. she is spry and full of life. 
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Johnnie Kimbrew will celebrate with friends today 
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